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This substantial, exceptionally well-preserved watercolour dates from Towne’s first major sketching tour outside his

native Devon to North Wales in June and July 1777 with his friend the lawyer James White. Wales was becoming a

fashionable destination for tourists and the sublime landscape and medieval buildings provided many appealing subjects

for artists.

Towne’s numbered works from this tour start with Shropshire views (no. 1, a view of Bridgenorth dated 20th June) and

end with views of Somerset (no. 54, a view of Glastonbury Abbey). Richard Stephens (op. cit.) has researched the

itinerary and suggests that after Bridgenorth Towne travelled to Wenlock and then on to Shrewsbury via the Wrekin. By

27 June he was at Bala and then he headed south-west over the Cambrian Mountains to Machynlleth. The next week saw

him sketching around Cadair Idris and Dolgelly and by 6 July he was near Tan y Bwlch. A few days later he headed

towards Caernarvon, via Aberglaslyn and Llyn Cwellyn. From Caernarvon he took the coastal road to Conwy. He followed

the River Clwyd south-east to Denbigh and then went on to Llangollen before starting to make his way home.
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Towne used sheets of differing sizes on this tour and this drawing is executed on one of the largest.
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