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Panoramic view thought to be Primrose Hill, London 
Reference: 11245

Dimensions:

Height: 19.70 cm / 7¾ in 

Width: 48.70 cm / 19⅛ in 

Inscribed verso: Primrose Hill coloured on the spot by/Girtin, watercolour over pencil on oatmeal paper.

19.7 x 48.7 cm.; 7 ¾ x 19 inches
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This panoramic landscape has been identified as showing Primrose Hill in north London, on the basis of an inscription on

the back of the drawing, and Thomas Girtin (1874–1960) and David Loshak consequently dated it to 1800–1801. The

area was then undeveloped. It did not become a place of leisure and recreation until well into the nineteenth century,

since when the rapid expansion of the city northwards changed the appearance of the landscape so greatly that it may

never be possible to confirm the identification of the view with certainty.

The work may well have been coloured on the spot, as the inscription suggests, as it is worked in a limited palette

without much foreground detail.
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