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Dimensions:

Height: 45 cm / 17¾ in 

Width: 36.30 cm / 14¼ in 

Framed Height: 61 cm / 24 in 

Framed Width: 51 cm / 20⅛ in 

Signed, inscribed and dated in pencil on original mount: Jacob More Rome 1778/A VIEW OF THE CASCADE AT NEPTUN‘S

[sic] GROTTO AT TIVOLI, pen and grey ink and watercolour over traces of pencil on laid paper(Image size) 45 x 36.3 cm.;

17 3⁄4 x 14 1⁄4 inchesFrame size 61 x 51 cm.; 24 x 20 inches

Provenance: Martyn Gregory Gallery

Exhibited: Lupton’s Gallery, Eton College, 27 May – 10 September 2009, no. 19

Born in Edinburgh, More settled in Rome in 1773 where he lived for twenty years, elected to the Accademia di San Luca

in 1784. He achieved a reputation which surpassed all other British artists then working in Italy. More was hailed as the

English Claude and charged increasingly high prices for his work. He sent paintings back to the Royal Academy in London

regularly for exhibition.

Waterfalls were much painted by More, their inherent drama suiting the concept of the Sublime (see Patricia R. Andrew,

Jacob More Biography and a Checklist of Works: The Volume of the Walpole Society, 1989/1990, Vol. 55 (1989/1990), pp.

105-196).

The cascades at Tivoli were one of the best-known sites of Italy. J.R. Cozens also sketched there in 1778, and many

visitors marvelled at the huge quantity of water which crashed onto the black rocks below. Neptune’s Grotto or Lair was

situated below the cascades, its cluster of mossy rocks a highly picturesque spot. More chose to paint himself in front of

the Grotto in his self-portrait, which hangs in the Vasari Corridor of the Uffizi in Florence, its acceptance further

enhancing his reputation.
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