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Danby was a very keen sailor and also had a life-long interest in building boats. This dramatic sketch of an untidy boat

yard under a heavy, brooding sky, drawn on the spot, may well record work on one of his own boats, The Chase .

Danby lived on the Maer near Exmouth from 1846. It has been suggested that this work shows The Point in Exmouth,

where the flag flew next to Ferry Cottage to indicate when and where the ferry crossed from Exmouth over to Starcross.

1 There were two boat building firms listed at The Point, on the other side of Ferry Cottage, one owned by John Hayman,

where Danby’s boat The Chase was constructed in 1847–1848. This yacht provoked comment due to its innovative and

unusually broad hollow keel. 2 Danby later built himself a yacht called the Dragon Fly in which he was shipwrecked off

Axmouth in August 1860, the year before he died.

Another oil sketch of a boat building shed, of a similar size and reminiscent of the work of Corot, is dated by Francis

Greenacre to c. 1840. 3 Stylistically the present work may also be compared with a group of spontaneous sketches of the

Exe and Exmouth dating from c. 1855. 4 They appear to be records of landscape and atmospheric effects done on the

spot or very shortly afterwards. This group, many of which had inscriptions saying ‘Francis Danby ARA’ on the verso in

James Danby’s hand, were bought from a member of the Danby family who lived near St Albans by a local dealer around

1930. 5
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