
James Holland

Traeth Mawr, Merioneth, North Wales 
Reference: 10894

Dimensions:

Height: 33.70 cm / 13¼ in 

Width: 51.80 cm / 20⅜ in 

Framed Height: 50 cm / 19¾ in 

Framed Width: 67 cm / 26⅜ in 

KT635

Signed with monogram, inscribe and dated in pencil l.l.: TRAETH MAWR/Sept 27th 55, watercolour over pencil

heightened with white on buff paper

33.7 x 51.8 cm.; 13 3/8 x 20 3/8 inches

Frame size 50 x 67 cm.; 19 5/8 x 26 3/8 inches

Provenance

Agnew’s, (DB5417)



Private collection, Herefordshire, until 2024

James Holland OWS was born in Burslem, Staffordshire, where his father and other members of his family (including his

brother Thomas, also an artist) were employed at the pottery works of William Davenport in Longport. James was

employed there from the age of twelve, for seven years, painting flowers on pottery and porcelain.

In 1819, Holland came to London where he continued to work as a pottery painter, but also gave lessons in drawing

landscapes, architecture, and marine subjects. He first exhibited at the Royal Academy in 1824, became an associate

exhibitor of The Society of Painters in Water Colours in 1835 and joined the Society of British Artists in 1843. In 1858 he

was elected a full member of the Old Water Colour Society.

Holland travelled extensively on the Continent between the 1830s and the 1850s, and he became known for his

topographical works which were reproduced in the illustrated travel annuals of the day. He visited Venice, Milan, Geneva,

and Paris, Portugal, Normandy and made tours of North Wales in 1850 and 1855.

He exhibited prolifically during his lifetime and showed thirty-two pictures at the Royal Academy, ninety-one at the

British Institution, and 108 at the Society of British Artists.
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